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Economic and Development Council was set up to oversee the
whole field5 research and Colonial products organizations being
already active in their respective spheres. The new Jamaica con-
stitution came into full operation in this year, and a new and
most interesting constitutional experiment was inaugurated for
the whole of Nigeria, which besides providing a strong and
representative central legislature, linked up the various Native
Administrations and gave hopeful augury of a new kind of African
political development. The new Ceylon constitution also came
into operation this year, inaugurating complete self-government
in island affairs, now followed by full Dominion status.
In Malaya, the country soon recovered from the effects of
enemy occupation, and progress was made with the rehabilitation
of the rubber and tin industries. With a view to a stronger
administrative structure and the eventual development of self-
governing institutions, a Malayan Union was proposed, and Sir
Harold Macmichael was sent out to secure the assent of the
Sultans, but as strong popular criticism afterwards developed,
the proposals were modified in favour of a Malayan Federation,
in which all nine Malay States are represented, with the Straits
Settlements, there being a Governor-Geaeral whose jurisdiction
extends to Borneo, a Governor of the Federation at Kuala
Lumpur, and for the time being, in view of its special position,
a Governor of Singapore, although eventually this will come into
the Federation. In British North Borneo, the Chartered Company
was bought out and the territory became a Crown Colony, and
similarly the Rajah of Sarawak ceded that territory to the British
Crown, not however without local criticism.
In 1946, the mandate for Transjordan was declared at an end
and the country became an independent sovereign State under
the Emir Abdullah as ruler, and in treaty relation with Great
Britain, who recommended her for membership of the United
Nations, following the precedent of Iraq in the case of the League
of Nations. We have declared that we are in favour of eventual
federation in the West Indies, and this year, at our suggestion,
discussions were initiated with a view to amalgamation of the
Leeward and Windward groups. A more liberal constitutional